The extrathoracic airways.
Evidence is presented in support of the view that the extrathoracic airways are more than an anatomical pathway, and that they play an important and dynamic role in respiratory upper and lower respiratory tracts are cited. The importance of rhinomanometry to functional nasal surgery is recognized and it is advocated that tests of extrathoracic airway function be further developed and standardized and that they be taken into consideration together with pulmonary tests function. Examples of pathophysiological relationships between the in the assessment of respiratory function.